
Promoting business and community development 
through membership benefits, services, education, 

advocacy and leadership. www.pawpawchamber.com 

129 S. Kalamazoo St.   

Paw Paw, MI  49079 

  

New Members 
 

Amore Pizza 
117 W. Michigan Ave 

269-415-0290 
 

Bank of America Home Loans 
118 N. Kalamazoo St. 

269-436-1998 
 

VerHage Fruit Farm 
8619 W. ML Ave., Kalamazoo 

269-655-6047 
 

Found Things 
202 E. Michigan Ave., 

269-568-6829 
 

Makay Construction Inc. 
37261 CR 669, Decatur 

269-423-8307 
 

Mattawan Mechanical Services 
28895 Red Arrow Hwy 

269-668-5415 
 

Bronsink & Fink Equipment LLC  
24561 Red Arrow Hwy 

269-668-7800 
 

Dr.s Ed and Sue Liebenthal 
19 W. South St. Hartford 

269-621-6441 
 

Gregory Newell Ins. 
56878 S. Main St. Mattawan 

269-668-4561 
 

Decatur Pharmacy 
100 west Sherwood St.  Decatur 

269423-2821 
 

Redõs Root Beer LLC 
813 S. Kalamazoo St. 

269-492-4459 
 

Meadow Woods Nursing and Rehab 
42235 CR 390, Bloomingdale 

269-521-3383 
 

Mophie/Mophielink  
760 S. Kalamazoo St 

269-415-0217 
 

Dutch Clean, Cleaning Service 
46393 CR 653 

269-657-4271 or 269-370-0692 
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Easter Egg Hunt 
Red Arrow Ministries is sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt on Satur-

day, April 3 at 10:30 a.m. at Kids Paradise, on the corner of Hast-

ings and St. Joseph Streets in Paw Paw. 

 

 Blue Spruce for Sale 
The Downtown Development Authority is 

selling the Christmas trees that were placed 

downtown. These trees are 4 foot, burlap 

balled Blue Spruce. If you are interested in 

purchasing these trees contact Mary at the 

Paw Paw Chamber/DDA Office: 657-5395 

Spring Fling ~ òShoppinõ In The Rainó 

Join us Friday, May 14th, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., in 
downtown Paw Paw, for Art Hop, live music, rides and 
activities for the kids, Paw Paw tree sales, Arts and 
Crafters, downtown business sales, òBrides on the 
Runó hosted by Bridal and Beyond By Jami, special 
movie showing at the Strand Theatre, live demonstra-
tions, and lots of family fun and shopping. 

Spring Awards Dinner 

The Greater Paw Paw Area Chamber of Commerce is soliciting nominations 
for its annual Citizen and Business of the Year awards.  Recognition of the 
award winners will take place Tuesday, May 18th, at Bistro 120, 120 E. 
Michigan Ave.  The evening begins with a social  time at 6:30 p.m. with din-
ner following at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Nominations are being sought in the following categories:  Citizen of the 
Year, Business of the Year, Most Improved Business and Business of service 
to the Chamber.  The Chamber Board will determine the latter award. 

 

Forms may be downloaded from the Chamber/DDA website 
www.pawpawchamber.com.  Nominations for Citizen of the Year should 
contain a brief outline of why that personõs service to the community should 
be recognized. 

 

All nominations should be in the Chamber Office no later than April 12th.  
Completed nomination form can be either sent or dropped off at the Cham-
ber/DDA Office at 129 S. Kalamazoo St., Paw PA or faxed to 269-655-8755 
or e-mail to the Chamber Office at ppccdda@btc-bci.com.  If you have any 
questions please feel to call the Chamber office at 269-657-5395.  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://guardiantreeandturf.org/colorodoblue.JPG&imgrefurl=http://guardiantreeandturf.org/Spruce.html&usg=__MlLj2P7XnC_CiNi57p6krpoNYxM=&h=250&w=250&sz=21&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=9KsPbufx73LyRM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&
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In our quest to make everything 

cheap, disposable, idiot proof, 

etc., some things have changed 

that we didnôt foresee.   A sense 

of ñshared futureò, once so preva-

lent in many companies, is pretty 

much a thing of the past.  Nobody 

thinks long term anymore, and 

both sides see the other as a 

ñnecessary evilò and donôt think 

much past the ñhere and nowò as 

far as the future is concerned.   

Todayôs managers might have 

more in common with hostage 

negotiators trying to work out an 

acceptable ñdealò.   OK, Iôm ex-

aggerating, but we do seem to 

have little enthusiasm for invest-

ing the time and energy it takes to 

find  ñgood peopleò.    You have 

to hire people of good character 

and bring them along until they 

become ñgood peopleò, and we 

just want them to show up at our 

door! 

 

There are plenty of ñgood peopleò 

waiting to be discovered if youôre 

willing to do the work.  The sin-

gle most reliable way to identify 

them is to look for the ones who 

share your companyôs core val-

ues.   Iôm not talking about reli-

gious faith or morality, Iôm talk-

ing about the qualities or charac-

teristics that are special or unique 

about your organization.     Itôs 

the first of ten key ñbuilding 

blocksò that I teach my clients 

and in my workshops, and itôs 

the single most powerful tool 

you have for instilling a shared 

sense of future in your com-

pany.    It only makes sense to 

ñstack the deckò so that youôre 

surrounded with people who are 

a perfect fit with your values 

and what you hope to accom-

plish.   It puts the emphasis on 

who instead of what a candidate 

is, and on qualities, which you 

canôt teach, instead of skills, 

which you can.   Itôs choosing 

an employee for how they en-

rich those qualities responsible 

for your success, and strength-

ening those values that you 

prize.         A company isnôt 

likely to be great because of 

how many people are proficient 

in a certain software, but It 

might be because of how many 

people are perfectionists, or that 

think outside of the box, or con-

tinually look for a better way!  

If ñattention to detailò is impor-

tant in your field, then make it a 

requirement for anyone you 

hire! 

 

The next time you have a posi-

tion to fill, go to the trouble to 

find someone who really be-

longs, who demonstrates the 

very qualities that make you 

unique.   When you come to 

work and see your core values 

looking back at you from every 

shining face, youôve got a job 

Another Way of Looking at it 

 

They say that change is inexora-

ble, unyielding, but sometimes 

the wheels of change jump off the 

tracks and we realize that change 

doesnôt always mean progress, 

that it isnôt always good.  Self 

serve gas is a good example.  

Originally hailed as a way to save 

a few cents on gas it was the 

dawn of an era where we now 

have to do everything ourselves!  

To call it self serve implies that 

there are some things that we 

donôt have to do ourselves, and 

there are actually darn few of 

those left!   We now pump our 

own gas, paying more than ever 

(with brief exceptions) and the oil 

companies are earning billions.  

How does that qualify as pro-

gress? 

 

Do you ever wonder what criteria 

businesses use to hire the people 

that make, sell, deliver, and repair 

all of the stuff that we buy from 

them every day?  Do they seem 

like the product of a sophisticated 

and selection process?   Iôm al-

ways hearing business owners 

lamenting the shortage of ñgood 

workersò, or the lack of people 

who really want to work.  Oh and 

then they never ñstick aroundò 

once you get them trained.   Why 

arenôt the ñgood onesò lining up 

or beating a path to our door?   

Do they even exist anymore? 

Chamber Members, learn about 

each others products and ser-

vices, and build a new customer 

base.  

   Our goal is to improve our 

knowledge on what services and 

products the Chamber busi-

nesses and people within our 

community have to offer so that 

   The first ñBusiness Community 

Networkingò will be held at the 

Chamber Office on April 23 at 

8:30 am ï 9:30 am.  You should 

plan to bring business cards and 

any brochures or information you 

have to give to other members.  

This is a great opportunity to 

build new relationships with 

we may be better able to recom-

mend their products and services to 

others, learn of their location, and 

build a  member to member referral 

system. 

   We hope to see you April 23 at 

8:30 am at the Carnegie building 

129 S. Kalamazoo Street, Paw 

Business Community Network Opportunity 
Cindy Van Schoyck ~ Holland Litho Printing ~ Chamber BoardDirector 

Itõs Time to Write Those W-2õs Again! 
By Phil Horton 
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Senior and Veteran Expo looking for exhibitors and 
sponsors 

 

 State Rep. Tonya Schuitmaker and Sen. Tom George are asking local community organizations and businesses to par-

ticipate as event sponsors and exhibitors in the fifth annual Kalamazoo area Senior and Veteran Expo. 

 The event, hosted by state Rep. Tonya Schuitmaker, Sen. Tom George and the Mattawan Lions Club, takes place April 

19 at the Antwerp Township Activity Center from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 "This is a great opportunity for local groups and businesses to showcase their organization and for seniors and veterans 

to learn more about what our community has to offer," said Schuitmaker, of Lawton.  "This has always been a popular event in 

the past but we are hoping to even greater participation and more than 100 exhibitors this year." 

 Schuitmaker said exhibitor tables and sponsorships are a perfect marketing opportunity for local businesses.  The expo 

will include health screenings by Bronson Lakeview Hospital, including free cholesterol, blood pressure and blood sugar tests as 

well as vision screenings. 

 Military memorabilia will also be on display. 

 Admission is free and transportation will be provided for seniors and veterans to attend the event. 

 For more information, visit www.seniorandveteranexpo.com or call toll free 1-800-679-7365. 

    Shortly after supper, auction-
eer par excellence Don Brown 
will raise the gavel to get the auc-
tion under way. 

    In addition to the individual 
tickets, corporate tables are avail-
able for $500 and include dinner 
for eight and three complimen-
tary bottles of wine. 

    Auction items are being solic-
ited now and have traditionally 
included golf packages, hotel 
weekends, special dinners, art 
objects and special surprises. 

     It's  become a Mother's Day 
weekend tradition - the Annual Paw 
Paw Area Rotary Club Charity Auc-
tion. 

     This year is no different. Doors at 
the Lions' Club will open a 6 p.m. on 
Saturday May 8. 

    Tickets are $10 and entitle you to a 
sumptuous buffet dinner provided by 
Scott's catering. During dinner, atten-
dees will have the opportunity to 
view all of the items which will ap-
pear on the auction blocks. 

    In addition to the regular auc-
tion, there is a silent auction, a 
ticket item drawing and a 50-50 
raffle. 

    ̀ Tickets are available from any 
Paw Paw Area Rotary Club mem-
ber. 

    Proceeds from the event sup-
port many community activities. 
Past projects have included the 
Rotary Bridge over the Paw Paw 
River, the canoe launch across the 
road from the dam and many 
local and international projects. 

Rotary News 
By Susan Erion 

http://www.seniorandveteranexpo.com/
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Vintage Wine & Harvest Pictures 


